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From Our Curate

Let’s rejoice in a fantastic program year
now coming to its end! Just some of the
highlights that come to my mind:

Together we worshipped God in
wonderful services of music and
scripture and sermons from Septem-
ber to Advent to Holy Week to Pen-
tecost.

We shared our joy at worship with
our homebound parishioners
through the ministry of our Eucha-
ristic visitors.

Our church school and youth
groups, through the work of many,
many terrific volunteers and par-
ents, taught nearly one hundred of
the youngest members of our parish
about God’s love for them and in-
vited them to express their love for
God. They manifested their love of
God in artwork and music and ser-
vice for those in need.

We gathered to discuss issues of the
day and of the life of our church on
Sunday mornings.

We studied the Bible on Monday
Nights.

We explored our foundations of
faith together, and found connec-
tions between our faith and films in
Lent.

Our Men’s and Women’s Groups
and Youth Confirmation Class went
on retreat up to the Barbara C. Har-
ris Camp and Conference Center in
New Hampshire.

Our J2A and Senior High youth
groups went to New York City.
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e We celebrated Rite 13 for the first
time with our 7™ graders and their
parents.

e We added a new day of service at
our food pantry.

And even more unfolded these past
nine months. We are, all of us, blessed to
be part of such a vital faith community and
God’s Spirit is alive and well at Christ
Church Parish!

This blessedness is the fruit of
many things coming together: a strong
body of lay leadership, good financial man-
agement and planning to stretch the re-
sources of the church in supporting our
common life and ministry, and good clergy
leadership, especially that of Mally over
these last six years. And now, as we enter
summer and look ahead to the upcoming
program year, we are preparing for a time
of sabbatical for Mally, and for the parish.
Mally will combine her month of vacation
with three months of sabbatical time to en-
ter a period of refreshment and renewal,
laying aside the daily demands of her role
as our rector from August to November, to
rest, to reconnect with family and friends
and to take Sabbath time with God. We
will say goodbye to her on the weekend of
July 29" and welcome her back on the
weekend of December 2™. Mark your cal-
endars, and plan to be here for both ser-
vices! We will have fun, laugh and maybe
even cry a little, too.
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